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Abstract 
The paper investigates the intertwined issues of poverty and insecurity in Nigeria, 

emphasizing a holistic approach necessary for sustainable development. Nigeria faces 

significant challenges, including high poverty levels and widespread insecurity, 

which impede progress and stability. Utilizing content analysis, the research aims to 

identify the root causes of these issues, evaluate the effectiveness of existing policies 

and propose comprehensive strategies for sustainable development that can alleviate 

poverty and enhance security. The study draws on Political Economy Theory to 

examine the political, economic and social factors influencing poverty and insecurity 

in the country, leading to a deeper understanding of their complex dynamics. The 

findings suggest that tackling poverty and insecurity mandates a multi-faceted 

approach that recognizes their interconnectedness, facilitating sustainable 

development. The paper concludes by stressing the significance of a holistic strategy 

in addressing these critical issues. By implementing sustainable development 

initiatives that account for the interplay of various factors, Nigeria can make 

substantial strides in reducing poverty and improving security for its citizens. Key 

recommendations include prioritizing inclusive economic growth, enhancing social 

protection programs and establishing effective governance mechanisms to foster 

sustainable development throughout the country. 
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Introduction 
In recent years, Nigeria has faced numerous 

challenges related to poverty and 

insecurity, which have hindered the 

country's progress towards sustainable 

development. The nation is home to the 

largest population in Africa, yet a 

significant portion of its citizens live in 

poverty, with limited access to basic 

necessities such as food, clean water, 

healthcare and education. According to the 

World Bank, over 40% of the population in 

Nigeria lives below the poverty line, with a 

significant portion of the population facing 

extreme poverty.  In addition, Nigeria has 

grappled with various forms of insecurity, 

including terrorism, banditry, kidnapping 

and communal violence, which have 

further exacerbated the situation. 

The interconnected nature of poverty and 

insecurity in Nigeria underscores the need 

for a holistic approach to addressing these 

challenges. The link between poverty and 

insecurity is well-documented, with 

poverty often serving as a root cause of 

insecurity and insecurity in turn 

perpetuating poverty. For example, areas 

affected by conflict or violence tend to have 

higher levels of poverty due to the 

destruction of infrastructure, disruption of 

livelihoods and displacement of 

populations. Similarly, poverty can also 

fuel insecurity by creating conditions that 

are conducive to crime, radicalization and 

social unrest. In light of these challenges, it 

is clear that a piecemeal approach to 

sustainable development will not suffice. 

Rather, what is needed is a holistic and 

integrated approach that addresses the root 

causes of poverty and insecurity 

simultaneously. This approach must take 

into account the social, economic, political 

and environmental factors that contribute to 

these issues and must involve the active 

participation of all relevant stakeholders, 

including government agencies, civil 

society organizations, the private sector 

and local communities. Therefore, it is 

crucial to adopt a comprehensive strategy 

that tackles both poverty and insecurity 

simultaneously, in order to promote 

sustainable development in Nigeria. 

Thus, the objectives of the paper are to 

identify the root causes of poverty and 

insecurity in Nigeria, to evaluate the 

effectiveness of current policies and 

programs aimed at addressing poverty and 

insecurity in Nigeria and to propose holistic 

strategies for sustainable development that 

can help alleviate poverty and reduce 

insecurity in Nigeria. 

 

Conceptual Clarification 

Poverty: Poverty is a complex and 

multidimensional phenomenon 

characterized by the lack of income and 

resources to meet basic needs essential for 

individuals' well-being and quality of life 

(World Bank, 2020). It encompasses not 

only the absence of material wealth but also 

limited access to education, healthcare, 

housing, and social support systems (Alkire 

& Foster, 2011). Poverty can be understood 

in various dimensions, each highlighting 

different aspects of deprivation and 

inequality experienced by individuals and 

communities (Klasen, 2020). Income 
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poverty is one of the most commonly used measures, indicating the inability to afford 

basic necessities such as food, shelter, and clothing (Ravallion, 2016). Multidimensional 

poverty, on the other hand, considers a broader range of factors that contribute to 

individuals' deprivation, including education, health, living standards, and social inclusion 

(Alkire & Santos, 2014). There is also the concept of relative poverty, which compares 

individuals' living standards to others in society, highlighting social disparities and 

inequalities (Bradshaw & Middleton, 2019). 

Poverty can be analyzed in terms of its dynamic and structural dimensions, highlighting 

the interrelated factors that perpetuate and deepen poverty over time (Ansell, 2013). 

Structural poverty refers to systematic barriers and inequalities in society that limit 

individuals' opportunities for economic advancement and social mobility (Foster, 2017). 

Dynamic poverty, on the other hand, looks at the temporary and cyclical nature of poverty, 

influenced by factors such as unemployment, illness, and economic shocks (Holler, 2018). 

Therefore, poverty is a multidimensional and dynamic phenomenon that goes beyond 

mere lack of income to encompass a range of social, economic, and structural challenges 

faced by individuals and communities. Thus, Poverty is generally defined as a lack of 

access to basic necessities such as food, clean water, healthcare, education, and shelter. It 

is often characterized by low income levels, high levels of unemployment, poor living 

conditions, and a lack of social services. Poverty in Nigeria is widespread and affects a 

large portion of the population, particularly in rural areas and among marginalized groups 

such as women, children, and the elderly. 

 

Insecurity:  

Insecurity is a complex psychological state characterized by feelings of inadequacy, 

vulnerability, and self-doubt in various aspects of an individual's life (Wong, 2016). It 

involves a lack of confidence in one's abilities, worth, and relationships, leading to fear of 

rejection, failure, and judgment by others (Lockwood, 2018). Insecurity can manifest in 

different dimensions such as social, emotional, cognitive, and physical, each influencing 

and reinforcing the others (Zisk, 2019). Social insecurity refers to a persistent fear of not 

being accepted or liked by others, leading to avoidance of social situations and difficulty 

forming and maintaining relationships (Flett, 2017). Emotional insecurity involves 

uncertainty about one's own emotions and the emotions of others, leading to difficulties 

in expressing feelings and establishing emotional intimacy (Tamir, 2018). Cognitive 

insecurity encompasses doubts about one's thoughts, beliefs, and abilities, resulting in a 

lack of clarity and confidence in decision-making and problem-solving (Thompson, 

2020). Physical insecurity involves concerns about one's appearance, health, and physical 

safety, leading to self-consciousness, body image issues, and hyper vigilance in potentially 

dangerous situations (Powers, 2015). Insecurity is a multifaceted phenomenon that can 

have detrimental effects on individuals' mental health, self-esteem, and overall well-being. 
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Understanding its various dimensions and underlying causes is essential for effectively 

addressing and overcoming insecurity in individuals' lives (Locke, 2021). Overall, 

insecurity is a pervasive and debilitating phenomenon that can impact various aspects of 

an individual's life, leading to emotional distress, interpersonal conflicts, and hindered 

personal growth and well-being. Understanding the dimensions of insecurity is crucial for 

addressing and overcoming these feelings through self-awareness, self-compassion, and 

seeking support from mental health professionals or trusted individuals. 

 

Development:  

Development refers to a multi-faceted process of social, economic, political, and 

environmental transformation aimed at improving the well-being and quality of life of 

individuals and societies (Hicks, 2019). It involves not only economic growth but also the 

promotion of human rights, social justice, and sustainable practices that contribute to the 

overall advancement of individuals and communities (United Nations Development 

Programme, 2020). Development can be understood in various dimensions, each 

highlighting different aspects of progress and change experienced by societies across the 

globe (Sen, 1999). Economic development is one of the key dimensions of development, 

focusing on increasing per capita income, reducing poverty, and promoting sustainable 

economic growth (Mankiw, 2018). Social development, on the other hand, emphasizes 

improving access to education, healthcare, housing, and social services to enhance human 

capabilities and well-being (Streeten, 2012). Political development involves the promotion 

of democratic governance, rule of law, and civic participation to ensure accountability, 

transparency, and inclusivity in decision-making processes (Przeworski, 2004). 

Environmental development highlights the importance of sustainable resource 

management, conservation, and climate action to protect ecosystems and address 

environmental degradation (Sachs, 2015). Cultural development emphasizes the 

preservation and promotion of diverse cultural identities, traditions, and heritage as 

essential components of human development (Hinde, 2017). Technological development 

focuses on advancing innovation, research, and technology to improve productivity, 

efficiency, and connectivity in societies (Freeman, 2014). Thus, development is a multi-

dimensional and complex process that goes beyond mere economic growth to encompass 

social, political, environmental, cultural, and technological aspects of progress and well-

being. 

 

Sustainable Development:  

Sustainable development can be defined as a holistic approach to development that seeks 

to meet the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to 

meet their own needs. It involves achieving a balance between economic growth, social 

progress, and environmental protection to ensure long-term well-being and prosperity for 
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all (United Nations, 2019). According to Leisinger (2009), sustainable development 

entails integrating environmental, social, and economic considerations into decision-

making processes to promote resilience, equity, and sustainability in development 

outcomes. It involves addressing interconnected challenges such as poverty, inequality, 

climate change, and resource depletion through innovative and proactive measures 

(Rockström et al., 2009). 

Sustainable development also emphasizes the importance of inclusivity, participation, and 

collaboration among stakeholders at all levels to foster collective action and shared 

responsibility for the sustainable management of natural resources and the promotion of 

social justice (Folke et al., 2005). It requires a shift towards sustainable consumption and 

production patterns, green technologies, and policies that promote environmental 

stewardship and social well-being (United Nations Development Programme, 2020). In 

essence, sustainable development calls for a transformative and forward-looking approach 

to development that prioritizes the well-being of present and future generations, fosters 

resilience and adaptability in the face of global challenges, and promotes a harmonious 

balance between human activities and the natural environment (Hickel, 2018). By 

embracing sustainability as a guiding principle, societies can work towards creating a 

more equitable, prosperous and environmentally sustainable world for all (Rockström et 

al., 2009).  

 

The root causes of poverty and insecurity in Nigeria 

Poverty and insecurity are complex challenges that have deep-rooted causes in Nigeria. 

The root causes of poverty and insecurity in Nigeria reveals a multitude of interconnected 

factors that contribute to these issues as follows: 

Economic Factors: According to Ajakaiye et al. (2019), the persistence of poverty in 

Nigeria is attributed to a combination of economic factors, including high unemployment 

rates, low productivity in the agricultural sector, limited access to financial services, and 

income inequality. The underdevelopment of key economic sectors such as manufacturing 

and industry exacerbates the poverty situation in the country (ILO, 2018). 

Political Factors: Political instability, corruption, weak governance, and lack of 

accountability have been identified as key drivers of insecurity and poverty in Nigeria 

(Adegbite et al., 2020). The predatory nature of politics and governance in Nigeria has 

created an enabling environment for corruption, nepotism, and rent-seeking behavior, 

which undermine economic development and exacerbate poverty and insecurity (Uma, 

2019). 

Social Factors: Social factors such as rapid population growth, ethnic tensions, religious 

conflicts, and social inequalities also contribute to poverty and insecurity in Nigeria 

(Brownhill, 2017). These factors often lead to social exclusion, marginalization, and lack 
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of social cohesion, which in turn fuel violence, crime, and instability in the country 

(Briggs, 2017). 

Environmental Factors: Environmental degradation, climate change, and natural disasters 

pose significant challenges to poverty reduction and security in Nigeria (Oyinlade et al., 

2018). The degradation of natural resources, loss of biodiversity, and increasing frequency 

of extreme weather events have adverse effects on livelihoods, food security, and socio-

economic stability in the country (FAO, 2019). 

Therefore, the root causes of poverty and insecurity in Nigeria are multifaceted and 

interrelated, encompassing economic, political, social, and environmental factors. 

Addressing these root causes requires comprehensive and integrated strategies that 

address the structural drivers of poverty and insecurity, promote inclusive and sustainable 

development, and strengthen governance and institutional capacities to foster resilience 

and stability in Nigeria (World Bank, 2021). 

 

Policies and programs aimed at addressing poverty and insecurity in Nigeria 

The effectiveness of current policies and programs aimed at addressing poverty and 

insecurity in Nigeria reveals a range of perspectives and findings from recent studies as 

follows: 

Olaniyan et al. (2020) examined the impact of social protection programs in Nigeria, such 

as the Conditional Cash Transfer (CCT) and the National Social Safety Net Program 

(NASSP), on poverty reduction and found that these programs have had positive outcomes 

in terms of reducing poverty and vulnerability among targeted populations. Adedipe 

(2018) conducted a study on the effectiveness of agricultural policies in Nigeria in 

addressing food insecurity and poverty. The study highlighted the importance of 

promoting smallholder agriculture, improving access to inputs, enhancing market 

linkages, and fostering innovation to enhance the livelihoods of rural farmers and reduce 

poverty. Adebayo et al. (2019) evaluated the impact of youth empowerment programs in 

Nigeria, such as the Youth Employment and Social Support Operation (YESSO) and the 

National Social Investment Program (NSIP), in addressing youth unemployment and 

insecurity. The study found that these programs have made significant strides in providing 

employment opportunities and social support to vulnerable youth populations. Ogunleye 

et al. (2021) assessed the effectiveness of security sector reform initiatives in Nigeria in 

addressing insecurity and conflict. The study highlighted the need for comprehensive 

security sector reform, including measures to enhance accountability, professionalism, 

and coordination among security agencies, to effectively tackle the root causes of 

insecurity in the country. Olayju et al. (2017) conducted a study on the effectiveness of 

microfinance programs in Nigeria in addressing poverty and promoting financial 

inclusion. The study found that microfinance programs have played a significant role in 

providing access to credit, savings, and financial services to underserved populations, 



152  africanscholarpublications@gmail.com                                                                               

 MAY, 2025 

 

thereby contributing to poverty reduction and economic empowerment. Thus, while there 

have been some notable successes in the implementation of policies and programs aimed 

at addressing poverty and insecurity in Nigeria, there remain challenges and gaps that need 

to be addressed to enhance their effectiveness. Future research and policy efforts should 

focus on improving program design, targeting, monitoring, and evaluation mechanisms to 

ensure that interventions are tailored to the specific needs of vulnerable populations and 

contribute to sustainable development and peace building in Nigeria. 

 

Sustainable developments that can help alleviate poverty and reduce insecurity in 

Nigeria 

A comprehensive review on holistic strategies for sustainable development that can help 

alleviate poverty and reduce insecurity in Nigeria reveals a range of perspectives and 

insights from recent studies as follows: 

Oyedele and Adesina (2020) explored the role of holistic community development 

approaches in addressing poverty and insecurity in Nigeria. The study highlighted the 

importance of integrating economic, social, and environmental strategies to promote 

sustainable development at the grassroots level and foster resilience among vulnerable 

populations.  Ogunleye et al. (2019) examined the effectiveness of integrated rural 

development programs in Nigeria in promoting sustainable livelihoods and reducing 

poverty. The study emphasized the need for comprehensive interventions that address 

infrastructure development, agricultural productivity, health, education, and social 

protection to create opportunities for economic growth and social inclusion in rural 

communities. Akanbi and Owoeye (2018) conducted a study on the nexus between 

sustainable agricultural practices and poverty reduction in Nigeria. The study emphasized 

the importance of promoting sustainable farming techniques, enhancing access to markets, 

and strengthening agricultural extension services to improve food security, increase 

farmer incomes, and reduce vulnerability to climate change and economic shocks. 

Adewale et al. (2021) assessed the impact of renewable energy initiatives on sustainable 

development and poverty reduction in Nigeria. The study highlighted the potential of 

renewable energy technologies, such as solar power, biomass, and wind energy, to 

improve access to clean energy, create employment opportunities, and stimulate economic 

growth in rural and underserved areas. Uwala et al. (2017) investigated the role of 

inclusive governance and participatory decision-making processes in promoting 

sustainable development and reducing insecurity in Nigeria. The study underscored the 

importance of fostering transparent, accountable, and responsive governance structures 

that involve local communities, civil society organizations, and marginalized groups in 

policy formulation and implementation to address the root causes of poverty and conflict. 

Thus, a holistic approach to sustainable development that integrates economic, social, 

environmental, and governance strategies is essential for alleviating poverty and reducing 
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insecurity in Nigeria. Future research and policy efforts should focus on promoting 

integrated interventions that address the interconnected challenges of poverty, inequality, 

environmental degradation, and insecurity to foster inclusive and resilient societies in the 

country. 

 

Theoretical Framework 

The study used the Political Economy Theory as its lenses. Political economy theory is an 

interdisciplinary field of study that combines elements of economics and political science 

to analyze how political institutions, government policies and socio-economic factors 

influence the distribution of resources, wealth and power within societies. It seeks to 

understand how politics and economics interact to shape social and economic outcomes. 

The roots of political economy theory can be traced back to scholars such as Adam Smith, 

David Ricardo, and Karl Marx, who laid the foundation for the study of the relationship 

between economics and politics. The term "political economy" was first used by Adam 

Smith in his work "The Wealth of Nations" published in 1776. The major assumptions of 

political economy theory include the belief that political decisions are influenced by 

economic interests and power dynamics (North, Wallis & Weingast, 2009). Also, the 

theory recognizes that economic systems are shaped by political institutions and 

ideologies (Besley & Persson, 2011). But critics of political economy theory have argued 

that it oversimplifies complex social and economic phenomena by focusing primarily on 

the interactions between politics and economics (Rodrik, 2018). They pointed out that the 

theory may overlook cultural, historical and institutional factors that influence economic 

and political outcomes, leading to a narrow understanding of societal challenges (Khan, 

2010). 

Despite the critiques, political economy theory remains relevant to this study of addressing 

poverty and insecurity through a holistic approach to sustainable development in Nigeria 

in the following ways: 

• Economic Policies and Structural Adjustment: Understanding Nigeria's 

economic landscape, including its historical structural adjustments, is crucial for 

assessing how these policies have impacted poverty—either alleviating or 

worsening it. The political economy perspective focuses on the effects of these 

economic strategies on diverse social classes and regions, particularly marginalized 

groups. 

• Resource Management and Conflict: Despite Nigeria's wealth in resources, it 

battles significant poverty and insecurity. The political economy approach examines 

the interplay between resource allocation, political authority, and social strife. It 

investigates how imbalances in resource management can incite social discord and 

security issues, hindering sustainable growth. 
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• Governance and Institutions: Effective governance and robust institutions are 

vital for fostering an environment that supports sustainable development, as 

highlighted by political economy. In Nigeria, challenges such as corruption, poor 

governance, and lack of accountability pose barriers to alleviating poverty and 

enhancing security 

• Social Inequalities: The political economy viewpoint emphasizes the role of social 

hierarchies and inequalities in shaping economic opportunities. To fully understand 

the complexities of poverty and insecurity in Nigeria, one must consider the 

influences of ethnicity, gender, and class. 

 

Again, political economy theory advocates for an integrated approach to policy 

development, indicating that economic reforms should go hand-in-hand with social 

policies in the following: 

• Power Dynamics: Political economy theory also scrutinizes power dynamics and 

the motivations of various stakeholders. In Nigeria, effectively confronting poverty 

and insecurity necessitates an understanding of the interests of political elites, 

business leaders, and local communities. Recognizing these dynamics is essential 

for devising strategies that yield sustainable solutions aligned with the populace's 

needs and rights. 

• Participatory Governance: In line with the article's premise, political economy 

advocates for participatory governance to empower communities in policymaking 

processes. This approach ensures that strategies aimed at reducing poverty and 

enhancing security reflects the experiences and needs of affected individuals. 

Encouraging civic engagement in Nigeria can facilitate the creation of policies that 

genuinely represent citizen aspirations. 

• Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): The political economy perspective 

underscores the interrelatedness of the SDGs, particularly those focused on poverty 

reduction (Goal 1) and fostering peace and security (Goal 16). This holistic approach 

supports systemic changes that address economic, social, and environmental factors 

simultaneously. 

 

Methodology  

Content Analysis - Content analysis is a research method used to interpret and analyze the 

meaning, context, and themes within textual, visual, or audio data. The study will look at 

meanings, context and themes within textual that have to do with poverty, insecurity and 

how tackling the twin teething problems will serve as a holistic approach to sustainable 

development in Nigeria through Interviews, Focus Group Discussions and Impact 

Assessment. 

Rationale for Adopting Content Analysis:   
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1. Holistic Perspective: The issues of poverty and insecurity in Nigeria are complex. 

Content analysis does compile and contextualize a range of perspectives from 

various sources, yielding a comprehensive understanding of these challenges.   

2. Trend Analysis: By examining historical data, reports and media narratives, the 

study uncovers patterns in language and representation concerning poverty, 

insecurity and sustainable development over time.   

3. Policy Evaluation: Content analysis utilized the measure of the effectiveness of 

policies implemented by the government and NGOs by investigating how these 

policies are depicted in different texts, their reception within public discussions and 

their tangible outcomes.   

4. Interdisciplinary Insights: Since poverty and insecurity relate to economics, 

sociology, politics and environmental studies, content analysis facilitated the 

integration of insights from multiple disciplines.   

 

Content Analysis 

The root causes of poverty and insecurity in Nigeria: Poverty and insecurity in Nigeria 

stem from a complex interplay of economic, social, and political factors. According to 

Agbiboa (2016), one of the root causes of poverty in Nigeria is the country's over-reliance 

on oil revenues. This dependency has led to a lack of diversification in the economy, 

contributing to high levels of unemployment and underemployment (Oluwole & 

Temitayo, 2019). Tonwe and Ovais (2017) argue that corruption is a significant driver of 

poverty in Nigeria. The embezzlement of public funds and lack of transparency in 

government spending have hindered the efficient allocation of resources, exacerbating 

income inequality and deepening poverty levels. In terms of insecurity, Ogun (2018) 

highlights the role of ethno-religious conflicts and political instability in fostering a 

climate of insecurity in Nigeria. These conflicts often result from historical grievances, 

competition for resources, and weak governance structures that fail to address the root 

causes of violence (Onuoha, 2019). Ultimately, addressing poverty and insecurity in 

Nigeria requires a comprehensive approach that tackles the root causes of these issues, 

including economic diversification, anti-corruption measures, conflict resolution, and 

good governance practices (Oluwole & Temitayo, 2019). Failure to address these 

underlying factors will continue to perpetuate cycles of poverty and insecurity in the 

country.  

The effectiveness of current policies and programs aimed at addressing poverty and 

insecurity in Nigeria: The effectiveness of current policies and programs aimed at 

addressing poverty and insecurity in Nigeria is a subject of debate among scholars and 

policymakers. According to Nwajiuba and Eme (2018), government programs such as the 

National Social Investment Program (NSIP) have been implemented with the aim of 

reducing poverty and improving social welfare in Nigeria. However, there are concerns 
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about the targeting and delivery mechanisms of these programs, which may not effectively 

reach the most vulnerable populations (Nnadi & Yerima, 2020). Sodiq and Adetona (2019) 

argue that the lack of coordination and monitoring of poverty alleviation programs hinders 

their effectiveness in addressing the root causes of poverty in Nigeria. Without proper 

oversight and evaluation, there is a risk of mismanagement and corruption in the 

implementation of these programs, undermining their impact on poverty reduction 

(Adeleke, 2017). In terms of insecurity, Alemika and Chukwuma (2018) emphasize the 

need for a holistic approach that goes beyond military interventions to address the 

underlying drivers of violence in Nigeria. They argue that policies focusing on community 

engagement, conflict resolution, and socio-economic development are essential for 

achieving lasting peace and security in the country. Overall, the effectiveness of current 

policies and programs aimed at addressing poverty and insecurity in Nigeria is mixed, 

with issues of targeting, coordination, and monitoring their impact. There is a growing 

recognition of the need for comprehensive and integrated strategies that address the root 

causes of poverty and insecurity to achieve sustainable development in Nigeria (Nnadi & 

Yerima, 2020).  

The holistic strategies for sustainable development that can help alleviate poverty 

and reduce insecurity in Nigeria: Holistic strategies for sustainable development are 

essential in addressing the intertwined challenges of poverty and insecurity in Nigeria. 

Olanipekun and Oyinloye (2018) advocate for a multi-dimensional approach that 

integrates economic, social, and environmental considerations in development planning; 

This holistic strategy is crucial for achieving long-term and inclusive growth that benefits 

all segments of society. One key aspect of holistic strategies for sustainable development 

is the promotion of economic diversification and inclusive growth. Adewole et al. (2019) 

argue that investing in sectors beyond oil, such as agriculture, manufacturing, and services, 

can create opportunities for employment and income generation, reducing poverty and 

vulnerability in Nigeria. Thus, promoting small and medium enterprises (SMEs) and 

entrepreneurship can contribute to economic resilience and diversification (Iorfa et al., 

2018). Furthermore, effective governance and institutional reforms are essential for 

sustainable development in Nigeria. According to Salisu and Salisu (2019), strengthening 

accountability mechanisms, combating corruption, and promoting transparency in 

government operations are critical for building trust in institutions and ensuring equitable 

distribution of resources. These reforms can help address the root causes of insecurity by 

promoting social cohesion and reducing grievances that drive conflict (Ayodele et al., 

2020). Therefore, investing in human capital development, including education and 

healthcare, is vital for sustainable development in Nigeria. Adegbite et al. (2017) argue 

that improving access to quality education and healthcare services can enhance human 

capabilities, foster social inclusion, and reduce poverty levels. These investments can also 

help address the root causes of insecurity by promoting social mobility and reducing 
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inequality (Okoli et al., 2019). Overall, holistic strategies for sustainable development that 

focus on economic diversification, good governance, human capital development, and 

social inclusion are essential for alleviating poverty and reducing insecurity in Nigeria 

(Okoli et al., 2019). By addressing these interconnected challenges through integrated and 

comprehensive approaches, Nigeria can achieve lasting progress towards sustainable 

development and prosperity for all its citizens. 

 

Findings 

The following are the summary of findings for the paper divided into three paragraphs 

based on the three objectives of the paper:  

• Lack of access to quality education, high levels of corruption, limited access to 

basic services, unemployment and underemployment, weak social safety nets, lack 

of investment in infrastructure and environmental degradation; 

• Lack of coordination, insufficient funding, inadequate monitoring and evaluation 

mechanisms, limited focus on addressing root causes, weak implementation 

capacity, lack of community engagement and Policy inconsistencies; 

• Inclusive economic growth, strengthening social safety nets, enhancing access to 

education and healthcare, promoting sustainable agriculture and natural resource 

management, addressing climate change and environmental sustainability, 

strengthening governance and combating corruption and empowering 

marginalized groups; 

 

Conclusion  

In conclusion, addressing poverty and insecurity in Nigeria requires a holistic approach to 

sustainable development. The root causes of these challenges must be identified, current 

policies and programs evaluated for effectiveness, and new strategies proposed to alleviate 

poverty and reduce insecurity. By promoting inclusive economic growth, strengthening 

social safety nets, enhancing access to education and healthcare, promoting sustainable 

agriculture and natural resource management, addressing climate change, strengthening 

governance, combating corruption, and empowering marginalized groups, Nigeria can 

work towards creating a more inclusive and secure society for all its citizens. By adopting 

holistic strategies for sustainable development, Nigeria has the potential to make 

significant progress in eradicating poverty and insecurity and achieving long-term 

prosperity and stability. 

It is crucial for stakeholders at all levels - government, civil society, the private sector, and 

international partners - to work together collaboratively in the implementation of these 

holistic strategies. Sustainable development cannot be achieved in isolation, and 

partnership and coordination are essential for success. By aligning efforts and resources 

towards common goals, the impact of these strategies can be maximized, leading to more 

sustainable and inclusive outcomes for the people of Nigeria. 
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Finally, the challenges of poverty and insecurity in Nigeria are complex and multifaceted, 

requiring comprehensive and integrated solutions. By prioritizing sustainable 

development, addressing root causes, and implementing holistic strategies, Nigeria can 

pave the way towards a more prosperous, equitable, and secure future for all its citizens. 

It is imperative that these efforts are sustained over the long term, with a commitment to 

continuous evaluation, adaptation, and improvement. With determination and collective 

action, Nigeria has the potential to overcome these challenges and emerge as a thriving 

and stable nation. 

 

Recommendations  

The following are the main recommendations of the paper: 

1. Conduct a comprehensive analysis of the root causes of poverty and insecurity in 

Nigeria, considering factors such as economic inequality, weak governance, lack of 

access to basic services, and environmental challenges. 

2. Evaluate existing policies and programs targeting poverty and insecurity to determine 

their effectiveness and identify areas for improvement or reform. 

3. Propose a set of holistic strategies for sustainable development that address the socio-

economic, environmental and governance dimensions of poverty and insecurity in 

Nigeria. These strategies should be inclusive, participatory and tailored to the specific 

needs and challenges faced by different regions of the country. 
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